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England a foreign king, George by name and a German by nationa*
lily (who ruled Hanover; a small state in Germany, when he was pro-
da fnted king of England).

How the presence of a foreign sovereign gave England her Prim*
Minister. George I, a German by nationality, and who had never
visited England, did not understand or speak English nor did he try
to learn the English language. He had no interest in English politics.
Besides, he had no knowledge of the working of the Cabinet. People
had made him king for his being a Protestant. George hated Tories be-
cause they were opposed to his succession and they had made several
attempts to bring back James II and his descendants to the throne
of England. He placed his confidence in the Whigs for they were
solely responsible for the Hanoverian succession. He entrusted thfe
government to them and ceased to attend the meetings of the Cabinet
which were, to the end of Queen Anne's reign, presided over by the
mgning sovereign. In the absence of the king the ministers annual*
ly chose from among themselves an able and influential minister to
preside over the meetings of the Cabinet and guide its proceedings,
Hie Minister who presided in the king's place naturally gained ex-
traordinary importance. Evidently, his position was one of pre-emin-
ence and that of superiority over others, but the term 'Prime Minis-
ter* was recognised by the British Constitution much later on. Even
Walpole hated the terra and there was a strong public feeling against
any attempt to establish a Prime Minister. Under Walpole, a great
statesman and the first Prime Minister in practice (though the term
Prime Minister was not used at that time), all the important char-
acteristics of the Cabinet System were thoroughly developed. Hence,
it would be most appropriate to say that the presence of a foreign
sovereign gave England a Prime Minister. It was under him that
the Cabinet system was fully developed and certain practices that
formed the essentials of the Cabinet system were fully developed and
lasted even up to this day. (For this please carefully study the reign
of George IE).

Q. Write short notes on The Septennial Act, 1716 and The
South Sea Bubble.

The Septennial Act, 1716. According to the Triennial Act of
1694, the duration of Parliament was to be three years. In 1715, as
the Jacobite Revolt was growing, the ministry feared to risk a gene-
ral election at so critical a time and the Triennial Act was substitut-
ed by the Septennial Act of 1716. The life of the Parliament was
extended by this Act to seven years.

This Act had a great constitutional importance. The stability
of Parliament increased and the influence of the ministry was strength-
ened. It secured Hanoverian succession by the continuance of the
Whigs in power. The long term of seven years gave an opportunity
to the House of Commons to become more independent of the influ*
eoce of the sovereign and his supporters.

' The South Sea Bubble. In 1711 a company called the Soutfc
&* Company was formed to trade with South America, and whfcfc